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All remaining rejections and/or objections follow. 

Claims 5, 6, 9, 10, 53 and 54 are rejected under 3 5 U.S. C. § 
112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicants regard as the invention. 

The term "type" as recited in at least claims 5, 6, 9, 10, 
53 and 54 renders the claims unclear in that it cannot 
objectively be determined when something is of the type of 
another . . 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 1-34 and 36-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Wu et al . (USP 5,346,954) or Dunkle 
(USP 4,659,767), optionally in view of Aoyama et al . 

See the previous Office action at page 4 line 3 et seq. 

Applicants' arguments filed 4-26-01 have been fully 
considered but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 
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Applicants argue that the references do not disclose or 
suggest the use of a core/shell impact additive with a core 
comprising a nucleus and a covering as defined in claims 1 and 
28. However it is not clear which features of claims 1-34 and 
36-48 applicants are alleging are not taught or suggested by the 
prior art. Both Dunkle and Wu et al . disclose diacrylate cross- 
linkers (embraced by applicants' divinyl cross-linkers) and both 
disclose allyl moiety containing monomers in the core. Both 
references disclose graft linking monomers and the formation of a 
shell. 

With regard to claims 49-68, both references Wu et al . and 
Dunkle et al . disclose N-alkyl acrylate cores which may contain 
C 5 alkyl acrylates. Note for instance Dunkle et al . at column 3 
lines 53-57 and Wu et al . at column 3 lines 30-33. Note also 
that column 3 lines 30-35 of Wu et al . discloses that aside from 
the acrylate polymer, cross-linker and graft linker monomer are 
added. Divinyl cross-linkers are disclosed in Wu at column 7 
lines 60-65 and applicants' diallyl maleate graft linker is 
disclosed at column 8 line 10. The prior art therefore clearly 
suggest applicants' core of these claims. The same can be said 
with regard to claims 69 and 70. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicants are reminded of the 

extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 
The practice of automatically extending the shortened statutory 
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period an additional month upon the filing of a timely first 
response to a final rejection has been discontinued by the 
Office. See 1021 TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE -MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to Jeffrey Mullis at telephone number (703) 308-2820. 
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